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use him for overthrowing the Sayyid brothers. Some influ-
ential zemindars joined Raja Jai Singh and it was rumoured
that Nizamu'1-Mulk had started to reinforce them with a big
army. When the Amiru'l-Umara was apprised of this, he
attacked at once, defeated the pretender's troops, seized all
his property and effects and took him prisoner.

Among others who openly declared themselves against the
Sayyid brothers, Ruhullah Khan and Tahawwur Khan may
be mentioned. Both of them joined Raja Jai Singh in his
march on Agra to install Nekusiyar on the throne.1

The Amiru'l-Umara resolved to march in person to Agra
in order to quell the rising there \vhich threatened to become
dangerous. He marched at the head of thirty thousand horse,
and laid siege to the fort on 23rd June 1719. The fort was
taken after a struggle of three months. Nekusiyar and his
adherents were captured. All the treasures accumulated there
were appropriated by the Amini'l-Umara.

When Qutbu'1-Mulk was informed by his agents that
treasures amounting to two or three crores of rupees had been
appropriated by his brother, he felt much concerned and re-
solved to advance with the Emperor in the direction of Agra.
The Emperor, who had been ailing for some time from
dysentery, died at Bidyapur, in the vicinity of Fatehpur SIkri,
on 18th September 1719. Qutbu'1-Mulk did not allow this news
to leak out until someone else had been chosen his successor.
He sent for Prince Roshan Akhtar, son of the late Jehan
Shah, and proclaimed him Emperor under the title of Abu'l-
Muzaffar Nasiru'd-dm Muhammad Shah Badshah Ghazl.

The new Emperor was fortunate in having a mother who
was well acquainted with State affairs and was a woman of
great intelligence and tact. At first she exercised the greatest
prudence in her dealing with the Sayyids. But she secretly
endeavoured to free her son from the tutelage of Qutbu'1-Mulk
and the Amlru'l-Umara who had over-reached themselves
in their lust for power. The next scene in the drama of Indian
history shows the downfall of the Sayyid brothers and the rise
of Nizamu'l-Mulk who played a conspicuous and decisive
part therein. In fact, the hand of Nizamu'1-Mulk is clearly
discernible in all the successive political events which took

1 Khafi Khan, op. tit., p. 832.